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On some Hepialidae (Lepidoptera) from 
Patagonia 

Critical remarks on the Report Nr 11 from the 
Ljungner's Expedition 1932—1934 

by 

JIRI PACLT (Praha) 

With 2 figures 


The Lepidoptera collected by the Swedish Scientific Expedition 
to Patagonia (1932—1934) were investigated in 1944 by B r y k, 
who reported in total 26 different species. Among these insects two 
species of the family Hepialidae were described as new to science : 

Huapina parviguttata Bryk, from a single specimen, and 

Callipielus leukogramma Bryk, from three specimens. 

In addition an undetermined insect of Hepialidae was present in 
the collection. 

The description of Huapina parviguttata deserves special atten¬ 
tion. The writer of the present paper concludes that this species is 
identical with Hepialus venosus Blanchard, 1852. For particulars 
see Chapter Two. 

In Chapter One is described the undetermined species of Hepia¬ 
lidae, taken by the Ljungner Expedition. 

Chapter One. — Aepytus dimidiafus Berg. Fig. 1, 2. 

One female. —• Front tibiae with an epiphysis on the inner as¬ 
pect. Palpi labiales well developed, but not extending beyond the 
front; the second segment longer by half than the first. Total 
length of the palpus ca 1 mm. Antennae and the thorax nearly of 
the same length. Flagellum composed of 37 segments. Nature of 
the antenna filiform ; each segment with some erect setae on both 
sides. Both the pedicellus and a few basal segments slightly trans¬ 
parent, the antenna becoming reddish brown at basis ; the remaining 
clavola do not differ in coloration from the bottom of fore wing, or 
head. — Venation essentially as in Hepialus, Accordingly, vein 
continues directly from the anterior discal arm. The right fore wing 
abnormal in venation, showing a short fork of r 5 . Humeral crossvein 
situated rather perpendicularly to subcosta of all the wing. — Fore 
wing pitchpine or yellowish buff (i S e g u y’s index — nr 215 1). 
Head and thorax faintly darker, the abdomen, however, remaining 

Cp. E. S e g u y, Code universel des couleurs (Paris 1936). 
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still paler. Hind wing drab grey. The examined specimen being 
defective, certain details about the colour pattern are unknown. On 
the other hand there are some perceptible characters which may 
complete the present description as follows. 



Fore wing with brownish drab intervenular points on outer mar¬ 
gin, and also sporadically distributed drab grey scales in the same 
region, the latter forming the vestiture of hind wing. Costal edge 
still somewhat darker than the middle of fore wing. Wings below 
duller ; costal margin of fore wing much darker again, the longitu¬ 
dinal space below it pale yellowish. Length of fore wing ca. 24—25 
mm, hind wing ca. 20—21 mm, more exact data not available. 
Length of abdomen about 2 cm. 



Fig. 2. Aepytus dimidiatus Berg { $ ). 

Habitat Lago Nahuel Huapi, Patagonia. Coll. Riksmuseum, 
Stockholm. 

Note. The species exhibits sexual dimorphism of the antennae, 
as compared with the original diagnosis of B e r g which is based on 
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one male taken in Chile (Concepcion): ,,antennis [...] basi et 
apicem versus serratis, medio longe serratis vel subpectinatis, denti- 
bus apicem versus arcuatis" (p. 220). 

Chapter Two. — Huapina parviguttata Bryk, a synonym. 

To prove the identity of Huapina parviguttata Bryk with Hepia'^ 
lus venosus Blanchard, a comparison of their original descriptions 
follows. However, the original diagnosis of Hep. venosus being brief 
too, there is used for citation the revised description by Berg 
respectively. He, Berg, transferred also that species to the genus 
Dalaca. 

,,Antennae, head, thorax and abdomen yellowish and greyish 
brown, [fore wings] with small whitish spots bordered with pure 
black, from which three along costal edge ; the greatest triangular 
drop situated distally from discal angle on m^, other three behind 
it in a continued arch, each in itself being intervenular ; some other 
small spots of that region blind. Similar drops occur sporadically 
at apex and in front of the disc, and form at basis behind CU 2 an 
irregular white black bordered band the capacity of which decreases 
toward the distal end of fore wing, it itself leaving small loose spots 
like the Japanese archipelago. Such intervenular small drops on 
outer margin entering the fringe coloured as the bottom’'. (Bryk, 

p. 28)2). 

,,Fore wing [...] with 5 to 6 whitish transverses ; these lines 
somewhat undulated, bordered with black or dark brown, partly in¬ 
visible and often interrupted ; they are only a little pronounced near 
the apex and on costal margin, but rather well visible in the disc 
and on outer margin ; they compose also a net-work with a dark 
bottom in the disc and near the hind angle ; the white marginal 
line extending not to the apex of wing. Fringe coloured as the bot¬ 
tom, with small dark spots. In one specimen [of the three] there are 
even small white [spaced here by the writer] spots in the extreme 
of margin, but being not visible always." (Berg, p. 219).3) 

2) Translated from German ; original text: ,,Antennen, Kopf, Thorax und Ab¬ 
domen gelbgraubraun, [Vfgl.] mit weisslichen sauber schwarz umzogenen kleinen 
Flecken besetzt: an der Vorderrandskante deren drei ; auf mi, distal vom Diskal- 
winkel, der Tropfen am grossten und dreieckig, dahinter im fortgesetzten Bogen 
drei weitere, jeder fiir sich intemerval, die paar wenigen iibrigen in dieser Region 
blind. Ahnliche Tropfen befinden sich noch sparlich am Apex und im vorderen Teil 
des Diskus. An der Wurzel hinter cu 2 zu einem unregelmassigen; distalwarts ver- 
jliingten, weissen schwarz umgesaumten Streifen zusammengeflossen, von denen 
sich wie bei einem japanischen Archipelag lose Fleckchen entfernt haben. Am 
Seitenrande solche internervale kleine Tropfchen an die fondfarbene Befransung 
stossend". 

^) Translated from Spanish ; original text: 

„Las alas anteriores [...] poseen 5 a 6 lineas transversales blanquizcas, algo 
onduladas, ribeteadas de negro 6 fusco oscuro, en parte desvanecidas y varias veces 
interrumpidas. Estas lineas son poco marcadas cerca de la punta y del borde 
costal, y son por lo general bien visibles en el disco y limbo, formando en la primera 
parte y cerca del angulo inferior, una especie de reticulacion [sic !] de fondo oscuro ; 
la linea blanca limbar no alcanza la punta del ala. Las franjas son de la colo- 
racion [sic !] general, adornadas de pequefias manchas oscuras. En un ejemplar 
hay tambien [sic !] pequefias manchas algo desvanscidas, en el extremo del borde 
limbar." 
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Concerning the hind wings the following is said by the authors, 
B r y k and Berg respectively : 

.,Hind wings somewhat nitid owing to smooth clothing, becoming 
thus a little paler than fore wings.” (B r y k, l.c.)4) 

,,Hind wings fawn, the fringe somewhat brown spotted. In fe¬ 
male with two series of small pale spots near the margin, these being 
indistinct, except those situated in the cells 6 to 8, e.g. the three 
small spots of the outer series.” (Berg, p. 220).s) 

Length of the wing of Huaptna parviguttata Bryk : 17’3 mm 
(not 20*6 mm I)®. Since the expansion of Hepialus venosus Blan¬ 
chard = Dalaca venosa (Blanchard) Berg is said to be 34—44 mm 
and 32—36 mm, measuring fore and hind wings respectively 
(Berg, p. 220), both the insects may agree also in this detail. 

Appendix : The status of the generic name Huaptna Bryk. 
Typus generis vacat. However, as this failing cannot be explained 
otherwise than as a lapsus calami, and that genus being mono- 
typic, the name in question becomes available under the emended 
Code, as hinted recently by Chapin, Knight and Miller. 

The name Huaptna Bryk (typus : H, parviguttata Bryk) must 
be considered as a synonym of Dalaca Walker (typus : D. nomaqua 
V2alker) inasmuch as further investigation will prove that Dalaca 
venosa and D. nomaqua are not two congeneric species. 
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■^)„Hfgl. etwas glanzend infolge glatter Beschuppung, dadurch eine Nuance heller 
als der Vfgl. erscheinend." 

,,Las alas posteriores son de un color leonado, con las franjas algo mancha- 
das de fusco; las de la $ poseen dos series de pequenas manchas claras del horde 
limbar, que son muy desvanecidas y solo olgo visibles en las celdillas de 6 a 8, 
como por ejemplo las tres manchitas de la serie externa." 

‘") This correction is made here in accordance with the result of a later revision 
by Mr Bryk and the writer. 




